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LETTERS OF THE REV. WILLIAM M. ROBERTS 
THIRD SUPERINTENDENT OP THE OREGON MISSION 

Third Installment 

Edited by Robert Moulton Gatke 

To the Cor Secy of the Missy Socy of the M. E. Church 
Salem Oregon Territory April 24, 1849 
Rev Dr. Pitman 
Dear Bro. 

Your letters of Sep 30th Oct 12th, Nov 16 & 24th 
1849 were received on the 10th Inst. I now desire to 
answer such parts as relate to the Oregon Institute. I 
learn a resolution was passed by the Board Sep 21st, 
1848. "That provided the Oregon Institute comes into 
the possession of the Missy. Socy. A teacher be sent out 
as soon thereafter as practicable" and that Bro. Roberts 
be instructed "to repurchase free from restrictions." At 
a subsequent meeting. It was resolved "that it was in- 
expedient at present to make the purchase", and that 
this last action was brought about by the representations 
of Captain Gelston who had been on the ground and had 
seen the building. You most cordially invite me to ex- 
press my mind on this question at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. I shall certainly do so without reserve. And I 
desire first of all to say I am extremely sorry the board 
passed this last resolution, and extremely mortified that 
it done so for such a reason. Our cherished hopes in 
regard to this Institution are seriously interfered with 
for months to come, and that interference effects our 
general work. We had hoped, that a teacher would have 
reached us this summer or at latest by autumn, but now 
we can entertain no hope of relief until these dispatches 
reach the states, and then almost any thing but promp 
and available relief. I said it was mortifying that such 
a resolution was passed for such a reason In previous 
communications I have referred to the repurchase and 
occupancy of the Oregon Institute in terms of such un- 
mistakeable plainness as fully to commit myself in favor 
of both. Perhaps I have perpetrated no special pleading 
in the case, because I did not deem it necessary. But 
you are entirely correct in understanding me to be 
favourable to its repurchase, and being placed under the 
control of the Missy. Board or an annual conference if 
one is established. 
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Nor were these conclusions made hastily. I am on 
the ground, and here for the express purpose of examin- 
ing into this vital matter, instructed particularly by the 
Board on this very subject to enquire and report. Such 
enquiry was made and the report acted upon by the 
Board favourably. But presently along comes Captain 
Gelston his representations differ from those of the 
Superintendant as darkness from light and the Board of 
Managers of the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal take his hasty illadvised representations in 
prefference to those of the Superintendant and immedi- 
ately retraces its steps. This is wrong, and these lines 
are penned with the sincere hope that this thing will 
come to a "perpetual end." Captain Gelston is a good 
brother in my opinion, and honest, talented, pious man 
but he prejudges everything. The majority of men 
would not come to their conclusions, more correctly than 
he, if they all travelled the same road. He arrives at 
them all by the process that Logicians call a "Jump" no 
man will regret more than he the evil results of his 
blunder in this case; I received a letter from him when 
I received yours in which he details his representation 
before the Board I have replied to him expostulating 
with and telling him I want no better advocate than he, 
provided he will come and patiently investigate the entire 
subject. ' 

You will be surprised when you learn the Captain 
was never in the building at all, and not within a hundred 
yards of it He started from Oregon City with Capt. 
Crosby rode to the house of Brother Wilber (which is 
within 300 yds of the Institute) a distance of 50 miles in 
less than a day rested a while and just before night the 
horses were again saddled they rode down to Salem, and 
around a little while looking at a distance from their 
horses (and the Capt had'nt his glass) at the Institute 
returned at dark, and next morning rode down to Oregon 
City and that is all the Captain was ever on the ground 
or saw of the buildings. But enough of the Captain. 
It is a question of grave importance as to what the Board 
ought to do when some transient letter-writer who goes 
through the country on a gallop, expresses views that 
are contrary to the representations of their otherwise 
agent. Doubtless there are and will be letter-writers 
whose communications are by no means intended to edify 
Methodism in Oregon If our friends occasionally miss 
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the mark what may be expected from others. And if 
these reports are to have an influence simular to this 
our Situation will be sufficiently embarrassing If in 
all this plain expression of plain truth I am in error 
"Let the Reighteous smite me ; it shall be a kindness ; and 
him reprove me ; It shall be an excellent Oil which shall 
not break my head." 

I will now proceed to give the "fullest elaboration" 
of the whole subject my time will allow. Accompanying 
this letter is a rough pencil sketch of the building pre- 
senting a ground plan simply of the 1st 2nd and 3d 
stories, and the dimensions of the building. You will 
see what parts are finished the uses to which the building 
.is appropriated &c I think it was erected in 1842 or 3. 
Broth Hines I think was the architect or had a principal 
hand in superintending it. It is a good building, good 
frame so far as I can judge, and well put together It 
may well be doubted if there was any considerable exhi- 
bition of economy in the erection. Where the Ls or 
wings join the main building the pitch of the roof is 
thrown against the main building most unwisely and 
this occasions some leakage in the heavy rains of winter. 
The belfrey leaks a little also. The gables are not regu- 
larly finished & painted as is the rest of the building 
only roughly boarded up ; the cornice is not done There 
is no base-board and full half of the sash for the third 
story is missing. 

There is no lime and mortar on any wall in the house. 
Those parts which are finished are ceiled with boards 
and some considerable expenditure will be necessary to 
finish the building but I should think from one to two 
thousand dollars would be alsufficient to finish it, It 
is not in ruins. IT IS NOT [being] INJURED BY 
THE RAINS. We do not let property go to waste after 
that fashion and it looks 50 per cent better than it did 
two years ago but their is great room for improvement 
and soon as practicable some considerable amount of 
work should be done. A cardinal error was committed 
in not having ONE LARGE ROOM about the premises 
the chapel on the 1st floor and the school rooms on the 
2nd are 24 by 17 each and these are the largest. As 
yet we have no church in Salem & the Chapel in the 
Institute is the church, when a building for a church 
proper will be commenced I cannot tell but our rooms 
are too small for the accomodation of the people. Con- 
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nected with the building is a reserve of 60 acres forming 
the South East corner (nearly) of the entire claim of 
640 acres. The entire claim is held by Wm. H. Wilson 
for which he is to receive one undivided third but on 
this reserve he has no claim for 1 third as he has per 
agreement July 11th 1847 on the other part for holding 
the claim and getting a title from the United States. You 
are aware from my previous communication of my strong 
objection to his holding it after this fashion for such a 
compensation. NO MAN OUGHT TO HAVE A PRI- 
VATE FUND ON PROPERTY IN A PUBLIC INSTI- 
TUTION. It will always be a drawback in every case. 
I have done all I could to induce him to give it up and 
let me or some one else hold it for the church gratuitously 
but in vain. My dissatisfaction with the tenure may be 
unnecessary. The arrangement was entered into with 
good faith under Bro Gary's superintendance and was 
thought to [be] best for the security of the property. 
If I can copy the two bonds I hold in relation to the 
property I will do so but I am overwhelmed with busi- 
ness. The one given by Leslie, Wilson, Beers, & Aber- 
nethy for $4437.83 The other by Wilson to pay all the 
debts of the Institution and restore two thirds of the 
claim when a title is perfected with these you can see 
with clearness into the somewhat complicated position 
of the affair growing first out of the illadvised sale of the 
Institute it ought to have been kept by all means, and 
secondly by the most unfortunate fact that every claim 
under the Organic Law must be held by some one private 
person, as the Legislature would not incorporate any 
trustes who could hold property in trust for any purpose 
whatever. No doubt need be entertained for a moment 
as to the safty of the Money [owed to] the Institute, 
none whatever, for it will be payed unquestionably The 
property is valuable and increasing in value every day, 
The Location is admirable, The land good for the pur- 
poses for which it is needed, and in the Absence of blun- 
ders and mismanagement both here and with the Board 
may with God's blessing be made available for the most 
valuable purposes. 

That you may see the position of the land and Insti- 
tute buildings and town of Salem I shall forward to you 
if possible a Plot of the claim a front Elevation of the 
building with the simple remark that my Artistic skill 
is exceedingly humble and unpretending. With these 
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remarks upon the land and buildings I will now turn to 
the points more particularly named in your letter. That 
you should entertain some fears for the Board to involve 
itself is not surprising to me at all. It took me a num- 
ber of months patient watching and study here on the 
premises before I was prepared to ocupy any very de- 
cided position. But I now think there is no fear of 
taking any such action as may be recommended in these 
papers. There is reason to watch closely — guard care- 
fully — question fully, and advise as understandingly as 
the nature of the case will allow. That their is no reason 
to fear pecuniary responsibility in the case is obvious 
from the fact that under the present administration the 
Institute is paying off all its debts has money or wheat 
on hand and supporting itself in Every Particular you 
will perceive from the minutes that James H. Wilber, is 
principal with his Lady as assistant and they have a 
mist superiour School there are two departments a pri- 
mary one taught by Mrs Wilber numbering 36 Studants 
at 2.50 pr quarter of 11 weeks, and a higher department 
taught by the principal with 42 students at 3.50 & 4.50 
pr quarter total number of studants 76. Badly as Broth 
Wilbers services are needed in the work of the ministry 
proper I am compelled to consent for him to labour in 
the Institute and all his powers physical mental and 
spiritual and all the capabilities of his beloved wife are 
tasked to upmost compared to the importance of more 
immediately training the intilect and Heart this cannot 
be effected without money Our Church by preocupancy 
has an undoubted right to stand upon vantage ground in 
this particular but rather than retard the work or predu- 
dice the kindred questions of education and piety / would 
let all land claims & town sites go to Indians or specula- 
tors in up town lots and throw our cause at once upon 
the community at once for patronage and support 
Therefore let not the question of sending a teacher de- 
pend on the repurchase of the property, by all means do 
the one and I think you will perceive that more than all 
his salary, even at the present low prices (Low for Ore- 
gon) will be paid by the bills of tution. But were it not 
so, if every part of the salary of the teacher must be 
paid by the Miss.y Soc.y. I should think a teacher ought 
to be sent from the States and sustained by the Board 
for this purpose. Every other School in the Territory 
charges nearly twice as much as we for tuition. Our 
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true policy is to finish the building. Sustain the School 
most thoroughly with the very best teachers that can be 
provided and then when everything is put in the most 
inviting and attractive form possible make the bill of 
tuition so low that it will allow even poverty itself to 
come and enjoy the abundant advantages offered by 
Methodists to the youth of Oregon. It is both wise and 
important that the MissY. SocY. should connect with the 
Missionary enterprise proper in Oregon a direct control 
of Educational matters "in 'my opinion." "To what 
extent" this should be carried is a question more difficult 
to answer. Perhaps the following thoughts will be in 
place. The Oregon Institute ought to be under our con- 
trol in its several department of Instruction, of Finance, 
and Religious influence. The principal should be a mar- 
ried man of a family if his wife could take hold of some 
department in the Institute so much the better (But the 
mistress of a family in Oregon has her hands full with- 
out teaching) he should be not a whit behind the very 
chiefest in literary abilities & scholarship. A Minister 
of the Methodist Episcopal (Itinerant of course). This 
man should be able to fall back on the MissY. SocY. for 
support if a deficiency exists at any time; but in all 
probability unless the funds should temporily be ap- 
propriated to the finishing of the building, no such de- 
ficiency will occur. 

If when he comes some enterprising young man of 
education would volunteer on his own resources to come 
and fill such post in Educational matters as might be 
vacant be might usefully labor. If you were here you 
would say a school ought to be started in Oregon City on 
private responsibility to furnish educational facilities, 
Else the public and some of our people too will take up 
with the pressing and attractive invitations of the papists 
to send to their schools. Every device that gowned 
priests and wily Jesuits and Ladies Superior and Sisters 
of charity can lay under contribution is Even now held 
out to induce protestants to send to their school. And 
hence I answer your question promptly "Our refusal to 
connect this interest with our other operations will have 
a tendency to throw the literary training of this rappidly 
increasing population into the hands of the Roman Cath- 
olics and thereby give them an influence over the public 
mind which will prove greatly injurious to our future 
success." "Our refusal to take back the Oregon Insti- 
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tute will not subject us to the loss of the whole amount 
for which it was sold" nor to any part of it unless the 
loss should arise out of the following consideration which 
I now allude to with some solicitude to know what would 
be exactly right in the premisis. The act of Congress 
passed Aug. 14th 1848 contains the following clause 
"And provided also that the title to the land not exceed- 
ing 640 acres now occupied as Miss.Y. stations among 
the Indian tribes in said territory togather with improve- 
ments thereon be confirmed and established in the several 
religious societies to which said Miss.Y. Stations re- 
spectively belong." 

Now? think you will this apply to our claiming this 
tract of land outright for ourselves 1 and thus ending 
all other claims and titles. In favour of our having this 
claim by virtue of this act there are (among others) the 
following reasons: The Miss.Y. Soc.Y. of the M. E. 
Church some years ago did settle this claim and here 
commenced a Miss.Y. Station among the Indians in this 
place and designed it not only for the benefit of the tribes 
in this vicinity but as a basis of a series of extended 
operations to benefit all the Indian tribes in Oregon. 2 
For this the buildings were erected, many labourers em- 
ployed, many Indians benefitted and this was continued 
until the Indians melted away, nor has the station been 
abandoned it has been ocupied by our Missionaries until 
now, 3 and altho no Indians are in the school, yet some 
half breeds (Indians in Law) are and have been all the 
while. Therefore I claim this tract of land for the Re- 
ligious Society to which such Missionaries belong. 
Against such claim there are the following reasons: 
Altho it is occupied by us it was sold to five men who 
are to pay $4437.83 for it and the claim itself is held by 
W. H. Wilson for which he is to receive one third of the 
whole except the said reserve of 60 acres & buildings. 
If he were to get provoked and proceed to litigate the 
question he might plead that at a certain time the Indian 
school was broken up and since then the chief part of 
the Miss.Ys. have been among the Whites and for their 

1 I. E. For the Missionary Society rather than the semi-independent, and under 
the laws of the provisional government, legally irresponsible, Board of Trustees. 

2 The Indian Mission Manual Labor School, built in 1842, at what is now 
the city of Salem, Oregon, at the cost of about $10,000. It was an attempt to 
save the Indian youth by removing them both from the tribe and from contact with 
the white settlements. 

3 The Indian School was closed in 1844, and the building sold to the Oregon 
Institute (now Willamette University). 
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benefit. But I am inclined to think I can make out a 
case if it shall be deemed proper to make the trial. In 
such" case Broth. Wilson would have to be bought off, 
but at a low price I assure you if my notions prevail. 

Judge Bryant who has just come into the country 
has promised to write to the man who framed the Oregon 
Bill in order to ascertain if any light can be thrown on 
the question from the Original intention of the framers 
of the bill. 4 Any suggestion or order the Board can give 
will be in place. The question is not raised here yet, and 
my thinking is almost entirely to myself. But this ques- 
tion of gaining or holding property is very small in my 
estimation compared to the importance of more immedi- 
ately training the intelect and Heart. This can not be 
effected without money. Our church by preocupancy 
has an undoubted right to stand upon vantage ground in 
this particular, but rather than retard the work or preju- 
dice the kindred questions of Education and piety / 
would let all land claims & town sites go to Indians or 
Speculators in up town lots and throw our cause ta once 
upon the Community at once for patronage and support. 
Therefore let not the question of sending a teacher de- 
pend on the repurchase of the property. By all means 
do the one, and I think you may safely do the other You 
are aware that Broth Wilber is not a classical scholar 
but he is a capable teacher, and the man you send will 
be successful indeed if he does better with the school 
than it is now doing or than it has been doing for 7 
months past but we cannot spare Broth Wilber and there- 
fore ask for assistance I AM UTTERLY UNABLE TO 
FILL THE IMPORTANT PULPIT AT OREGON CITY 
with any man we have in the country while Broth Wilber 
is in the Institute and yet he cannot be removed untill 
some one is raised up to take his place. At our annual 
meeting a committee was appointed to correspond with 
the Board in relation to the Institute the Brethren de- 
sired me to be one of that committee. I declined stating 
that I must white officially and would prefer you should 
have two communications so that the Board may see our 
agreement on this question. And here let me say that 

4 The misunderstanding growing out of this attempt to hold the property for 
the school until such time as proper corporation laws would be passed was not 
settled until many years after this time and caused much hard feeling. This inci- 
dent has been used by some in an effort to discredit the so-called "Missionary party," 
clearly only a bit of prejudice and ill nature when we recall that the entire claim 
made for Christian education was merely such as a single private family claimed for 
their own use. 
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a number of our brethren have wrought with commend- 
able zeal to sustain and foster the School. Days of 
labour and scores of dollars and many prayers have been 
expended in its behalf It is a rallying point — a center 
of conservative influence for the rising generation — a 
fountain of light and knowledge and evil shall be the day 
when the Methodist church shall let it drop or die from 
mismanagement or neglect 

With the following remarks I shall dismiss this ques- 
tion with much solicitude as to the result There should 
be a school of a high grade in this country, Salem is a 
most central location, The ground is peculiarly suitable 
The soil is gravelly so that during the heavy rains of 
winter the going here is quite good and the attention of 
the community is drawn to this place and that whenever 
the Methodist fail here They will succeed. They began 
the school — they own the buildings — they are desired to 
sustain their own Institution and do it well, most sacredly 
are they pledged to do their utmost. God has already 
blessed our labours I know of three of the students 
who have recently been converted and I will not fear to 
put the good influence of this Institution for a year past 
into the balances of the final Judgement over against all 
the money that ever has been expended in this mission. 
It is true that these students were members of our Sab- 
bath School, and subjects of our pastoral and pulpit 
ministrations, and it is also true that this threeflod in- 
fluence is One and God has Joined togather let no man 
put assunder. On a review of the entire subject I am 
lecl to enquire to whom does the Institute now belong? 
There is a deed somewhere I think I may get to see it 
shortly which would answer the question I think it is 
the one Brother Gary gave Broths Wilson, Leslie, Beers, 
Parrish, & Abernethy when he took their obligation 
jointly & severally for $4437.83 Now I suppose these 
men are trustees in fact for the "Methodist society in 
Oregon" to which belongs the Institute NOT THE M. E. 
CHURCH (UNIVERSAL) but that peculiar portion of 
it Resident in Oregon Wilson holds the claim with obliga- 
tions under bonds of $100,000 dollars to nine men to pay 
all the debts of the Institute (not exceeding a given 
amount) and they did not exceed it to perfect a title (if 
he can) then to convey to the FIRST ANNUAL CON- 
FERENCE OF THE M. E. CHURCH MAY BE ESTAB- 
LISHED IN OREGON TERRITORY by the general 
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conference of the M. E. Church in the United States or 
to the lawfully authorized agents of said conference first 
the Institute buildings & reserve of 60 acres which is 
forever to be used as an Institution of learning & religion 
under such laws and regulations as may be adopted by 
said conference &c. Secondly to convey two thirds of 
said the remainder to said annual conference as afore- 
said &c. 

Several things here are safe the Establishment is to 
be an Institution of learning and Religion and it ought 
forever to be such this "Restriction" is unobjectionable 
and any one conversant with the Society will agree with 
me It is to be under the Control and direction of the M. 
E. Church. If the U. S. Govt, shall give a donation of 
640 acres to individuals then he can get a title to be used 
as aforesaid. If it only confers a preemption right then 
some money must be expended. If we are authorized 
by the late act of Congress it ourselves with improve- 
ments then it is already ours and we will use it as seemith 
good in our sight. It is not desireable at present to 
raise the question of ownership publickly at all if it is 
ours silence v/ill not invalidate our claim If it be not 
silence will not subject us to the weakness of claiming 
what does not belong to us. There is nothing further of 
importance that I can call to mind at this moment. If 
the Board deems it proper to purchase the premises it 
now may be done, and a judicious arrangement entered 
into that will vitally affect our educational interests for 
years to come. If the Board will send out a teacher 
suitable for the work at the earliest moment, it will be 
a wise measure, but if not the responsibility must rest 
where it belongs. I have delivered my soul. 

I am Dear Bro. 

Yours truly 
W. R. 

Salem Oregon Territory April 24th 1849 
To the Cor. Secry fo the M. E. Church 

Rev. Doct Pitman 
Dear Bro. 

We are kindly permitted to record the goodness of 
God toward all the members of the Mission families an- 
other year There have been no deaths nor even serious 
cases of sickness but general good health comfortable 
religious enjoyment and unfeigned brotherly love have 
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characterised the labours of the past year. Praise be 
given to God. Sinners have been awakened and con- 
verted believers have been quickened and sanctified back- 
sliders have been reclaimed and in not a few cases, the 
prodigal wanderer has returned to his fathers house to 
God be all the Glory. We are painfully concious how- 
ever of having accomplished but little comparatively for 
the cause of God. A beloved brother remarked a few 
days ago as we were rideing togather that he was dis- 
satisfied that we are doing so little as ministers of Christ 
in the way of direct personal labor for the salvation of 
Souls. I fully concur in the spirit of the remark the 
prostration of deep humility before God is our appropri- 
ate position. I am not aware that any department of 
our work has been overlooked, attention has been given 
to preaching the word — Pastoral visitation, the instruc- 
tion of children — the formation of Sabbath schools — the 
circulation the distribution of tracts and books both of 
our general catalogue and those adapted to children and 
encouragement has been given to the general interests 
of Education. But how much of pure gospel & holy 
unction there have been in our sermons and with what 
measure of honest faithfulness we have been "Instant in 
season and out of season" in our general work are ques- 
tions we are yet to answer at the Judgment seat of 
Christ. 

Our annual meeting was held at this place on Wednes- 
day &, Thursday of last week there were present all our 
men now employed David, Leslie, J. H. Wilber A. F. 
Waller Wm Helm J. L. Parrish John MeKinney, 
James O Raynor, J. S. Smith & Wm Roberts, after the 
usual introductory services, our first buisness was to en- 
quire into the character of the preachers whatever rea- 
sons exist at home for close scrutiny in these examina- 
tions certainly must apply with additional force to all 
who labour in foreign fields. Each broth gave some rela- 
tion of his spiritual state and also the state of the work 
under his care. It was a season of heartsearching power 
and the Lord was in our midst — the respective interests 
of Education — the Bible cause — Sabbath Schools — tem- 
perance and the cause of missions were refered to sepe- 
rate committees the reports of which were prepared and 
considered with all the care the time would allow It is 
time perhaps for me to say that your letters bareing date 
Sep 30th Oct 12th Nov 16&21st togather with one in 
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duplicate from Bishop Waugh of Sep 25th 1848 were 
received on the 10th inst. They came in the Gov Steamer 
Falcon and California to Panama & San francisco and 
from thence in the Valadoria to the Columbia River 
Such portions of these as were of general interest were 
layed before the meeting and we did our buisness in 
full view of the organization of our annual conference 
in the ensuing autumn the arrange of our work for the 
ensuing 4 months is somewhat altered from what it was 
last year so far as the plans of the circuits are concerned. 
Salem Circuit includes all our work east of the Walamet 
except Oregon City, and Yam hill includes all west of 
the river except Clatsop, the appointments are as follows 
Oregon City, David Leslie Salem Wm Helm and J. L. 
Parrisk Yamhill A. F. Waller, John McKinney, J. O. 
Raynor, and Jos S. Smith. Astoria and Clatsop to be 
supplied /. H. Wither, principal of Oregon Institute. The 
report of last year informed you of the distribution of 
our men at that time. They went to their work in the 
spirit of their Master and were well received by the 
people. No reasonable doubt could have been enter- 
tained 11 months ago but that a measure of success was 
about to attend our labours hitherto unknown among the 
white population west of the Rocky Mountains. It is 
true the war 5 was operating prejudicially to the interests 
of Piety in Oregon the mere abstraction of so many of 
our young men to say nothing of the associations into 
which they were thrown could not but be disastrous. 
The tented field is a school of vice and Satan seems never 
at a loss for Masters Act to teach where there are sub- 
jects willing to learn. When I delivered my letters into 
the hands of the messenger who conveyed them to the 
States last Spring I was in the upper part of the Valley, 
I was on my way to attend a two days meeting Marys 
River, We crossed the Walamet at Judge Skinners swim- 
ming our horses alongside the canoe which is a dangerous 
buisiness here owing to the swiftness of the river and 
the steepness of its banks. The meeting was held at 
Fullers Schoolhouse and commenced on Saturday the con- 
gregations were good and many persons seemed serious. 
On Sabbath the power of God was graciously manifested. 
A man named Wimple who had just built a house for the 
use of the preachers spake and prayed with great feeling 

5 The Caynse war. 
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and at once joined the Church. There were 6 others who 
asked an interest in the prayers of Gods people and a 
class of 8 persons was formed immediately The indi- 
cations are very favourable for a genuine work of God 
in this beautiful section of the country. This was part 
of the Calapoya circuit but owing to the difficulty of 
crossing the Walamete was placed under the care of 
Broth McKinney with the understanding that he and 
Broth Helm would interchange whenever they could. 
Nearly opposite this place on the east side of the valley 
we have just erected a new Church. 6 It is a neat edifice 
built of hewn logs 24 by 32 feet and cost $173.70 It was 
consecrated to the worship of Almighty God on the 31 
of May 1848 and is entirely free from debt, the day of 
opening was very stormy and cold, which materially 
diminished our congregation ; but God was present, there 
the Lord recorded his name and will come and bless his 
people. 

Sisters Wilber & Roberts accompanied us on this trip 
on horseback and but for the storm of Sabbath it was 
one of real pleasure. The roads at that season were good, 
the prairies were covered with rich grasses, beautiful 
flowers, and lucious strawberries so temptingly attractive 
that our lady equestrians dismounted many times to 
gather and eat. The Church is 80 miles above Oregon 
City and thirty above the Institute and is in such a 
position as to exert a favourable influence for years if 
the mania for gold does not produce unlooked for changes 
in the population of this vicinity. 

On the 21th of May a public meeting was held at 
Oregon City in the M. E. Church for the formation of 
our Oregon Bible society of New York, the attendance 
was good and an additional interest awakened in the 
distribution of the work of life since that time each of 
the preachers has been charged with the responsibility 
of searching out and supplying every destitute family in 
his charge with copies of the Holy Scriptures. Our first 
quarterly meeting for the year was held at this place on 
the following Saturday and Sabbath and never have I 
seen such manifestations of the power of God at any 
time in this city before. The meeting closed on Sabbath 
evening and had it been possible to have continued it 
longer much good might have resulted but other engage- 

6 Somewhere near the present city of Corvallis. 
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ments were out and we could not recall them. It now 
became necessary for my family to remove up to the In- 
stitute, the house in Oregon City will not accomodate 
two families to build just now is impracticable, And it 
is by no means certain but that the Institute is the better 
place after all for head quarters. It certainly is much 
more central and such is the difficulty of keeping horses 
at the city that no alternative was left but to go where 
feed was more abundant. At 9 A. M. on the 13 June 
my family and goods were embarked in a somewhat leaky 
boat to go to the bute (on the Walamet) distant 25 miles. 
I desire never to repeat the labors of that day by mid- 
night we met the teams in readiness to convey us to our 
new residence where we arrived late the following day. 
We occupy part of the parsonage in which brother Wilber 
lives to which I was compelled to build a small addition 
for the accomodation of my family. This cost several 
weeks of personal labour when at home and was not en- 
tirely finished when the winter rains commenced. It 
would be hardly proper to allude to such buisiness in this 
report but for the fact that in a country so new as this 
where labourers are so scarce it is sometimes indispen- 
sable for the minister himself to use the axe and saw and 
Jackplane if he has the ability. This ocupies time too 
and time which belongs to the church now when such 
exegencies occur such labour may be performed. If it 
be for church property whether churches or parsonages 
but no man has a right who "Lives by the Gospel" to 
spend his time in improveing his own property, Such 
ere my convictions and such I doubt not will be the gen- 
eral action in the Oregon Mission. 

The 21 of June was the time appointed to hold a 
campmeetirg on the Yam Hill on the old ground. The 
excessive labour of mooring had thrown me into such a 
fever and for two days I was very sick so that I could 
not get on the Camp ground until Staurday. Here I 
found the brethren at work and most abundantly did the 
head of the Church bles3 their labours There was much 
that was good in the sermons preached Clear Plain 
pointed exhibitions of Gods truth such as save the soul. 
The Sabbath following was a high day it opened finely 
with a prayr meeting, and religious services followed 
each other in close and diligent succession until set of 
Sun there were four Sermons and divine unction attended 
them all. The scene that followed the last I cannot well 



Lettebs op Rev. Wm. M. Roberts 177 

describe there was one general cry "the shout of a king 
in the camp" Awakened sinners crying for mercy, 
happy believers rejoicing in God, New born souls for the 
first time praising the Saviour, and many a hypocritical 
sinner striving to conceal and cloak over his deep convic- 
tions with affected indifference, but in vain the conver- 
sion of a man named Jeffrey & his daughter excited uni- 
versal interest he was past middle age and when God 
spake peace to his soul was so overwhelmed with a sence 
of the divine condesension in plucking him as a brand 
from the burning that his expressions of praise and grati- 
tude were most effecting his daughter aged 14 shared in 
the same shower of mercy with many others and when I 
retired early as my recent illness and general habits re- 
quired the voice of praise and prays was still assending 
and at the hour of midnight and dawn of day it had not 
ceased. That camp ground is a holy place, 22 persons 
were converted and 16 joined on probation. The work 
of God is revived the unhappy predudice between West- 
ern and Eastern brethren is about annihilated and an 
impression made on the public mind favourable to piety. 
Our brethren the Presbyterians held a Camp meeting 
on the Twality plains. It was a good meeting and sev- 
eral were converted. It was held near the residence & 
under the superintendance of Broth H. Clark whith 
whose wife Broth Wilber was acquainted in the States 
He is a very estimable minister of Christ (The somewhat 
notorious Mr. Griffin 6 who in a letter to the States some 
time since accused the M. E. Church in Oregon of coming 
out openly in favor of adultery lives near this place He 
dare not deny that he wrote such a letter nor will he 
exactly confess it nor will he make any amends for it 
whatever. The basis of his Slander is this, Some years 
ago several white men servants of the H. B. Co. came into 
this valley with native women as wives from Red River 
some of them became serious they had been united to 
these women according to the usages of the country 
where they had lived when they came within the bounds 
of civilization they were desired to be married (or be 
re-married, if you please) according to civilized usages 
this some of them were slow to do. Our ministers took 
some part in the buisiness and married many of them. 
So did other ministers but the zeal of Mr Griffin knew 



6 Rev. J. S. Griffin, an independent missionary, manifesting many fanatical 
tendencies. 
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no bounds It became firey and overleapt all propriety 
and because our men would not go the length he desired, 
Therefore the M E Church came "out openly in favor of 
adultery". The truth is the Methodist Ministers mar- 
ried more than he did three to one. This man is in bad 
odour among his brethren for his officious altraism and 
as his Slander was too great to be injurious so it may 
be too small & too long since gone by ever to deserve 
farther notice. He does not for some reason join the 
association his brethren have formed in this country but 
professes to be a member of the Lorain association in 
Ohio) At as early a period as could be managed we 
held an extra meeting at Oregon City, Broth Wilber and 
myself went down to assist brother Leslie. It com- 
menced on Wednesday evening 12th July the first con- 
gregation was small the next day we commenced to visit 
the entire city going into every house talking with the 
people & praying with them & in the afternoon held a 
prayr meeting, our evening congregation was greatly im- 
proved on Friday visiting was resumed with diligence 
until four P M when we had a most precious season in 
our prayer meeting five persons came forward for 
prayers and both then and in the evening the Lord was 
present to hear. Resumed our visiting on Saturday with 
about the same success The Sabbath services were 
owned of the Lord & the good seed of the Kingdom thus 
sown in tears cannot fail to produce a harvest. Altho 
sinners were awakened many deep impressions made & 
several persons forward & the members of the Church 
quickened & revived yet we are not sure that any were 
converted and a restless dissatisfaction pervaded our 
minds on that account. 

If ever their was a country where "visiting from 
house to house" according to discipline was imperiously 
demanded this is that country. I am fully satisfied when 
this work is faithfully done so that each of our ministers 
can say "Therefore watch & remember that by the space 
of (my ministry among you) I ceased not to warn every 
one by day & night with tears" then & not till then this 
wilderness & solitary place shall be glad for them & this 
desert shall rejoice & bud & blossom as the rose. It was 
sometime during this month that we succeeded in make- 
ing an arrangement with the Rev C. Eells 7 to take charge 

7 Eev. Ou3hing Eells of the American Board Mission. 
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of the Oregon Institute & we indulged the hope of being 
able to retain his services until we should have a prin- 
cipal from the States but having appropriated another 
part of this report exclusively to the Oregon Institute I 
shall leave it for the present. 

While attending an extra meeting on the Rickreall 
I became acquainted with the case of a Mr G — c who 
came to this country some years since a man of wealth 
and if not skeptical as to religion in every sence could 
only claim to be a Universalist. His infidel friends were 
very anxious to have it understood that he died in peace. 
But it so happened just that time that one of our brethren 
an acquaintance of his was passing at the time and ob- 
tained access to the dying man. He had cursed his 
Maker many times during his illness, and now "Lord 
have mercy" was his constant cry: — thus he died and 
no ray of light sheds its cheerful radiance upon the 
dreary gloom of his grave. Our Camp meeting for 
Salem commenced on Friday the 25th of August. The 
excitement for gold had become very general but the 
attendance was quite good. The largest congregations 
amounted to about 500. Our aim has been to keep the 
people so busily employed on such occasions that there 
should be no time for idle gossip or worldly conversation, 
and the oneness of aim on the part of all the preachers 
was well calculated to secure this end. The greatest 
manifestation of mercy was experienced on Monday 
night, and so liberally did our members share in its full- 
est measure that whether they went in the body or out 
of the body many of them I suspect could not tell. 

The number of persons brought to the knowledge of 
the truth at this meeting was estimated at 19, but I am 
satisfied this is below the real number. (The interest 
of the church now began to assume a highly exciting, 
and at the same time a deeply embarrassing aspect. So 
large a proportion of the male population seemed ready 
to move to the gold mines of California, that it required 
no small share of wisdom to decide how they could best 
be supplied with the word of life) 8 

Early in September my family was somewhat unwell, 
the following entry in my journal very briefly alludes to 
a day which I should place among the shades of itinerant 

8 The editor cannot determine if Mr. Roberts intended this parenthetical por- 
tion to be a summary of a section of his letter, or if it is a portion he eliminated 
from the letter he mailed. 



180 Robert Moulton Gatke 

life. "Thursday 7th Sep Today my wife and two boys 
are quite sick with fever. I nursed them all until 2 
p. m. and then started for Oregon City on the Brown 
horse. Arrived at 11 o. c. and slept in my barn haveing 
travelled 50 miles." 

It was indeed pleasant to find on returning the fol- 
lowing Monday that they had entirely recovered. A 
campmeeting was held at Fullers on Mary's river on the 
15th of September. The extensive prevalence of the 
mania for gold had so far drained the country that Bro. 
McKinney the preacher in charge was left to prepare the 
ground almost alone. But the attendance was so much 
greater than he had expected and the Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit so powerful that every sorrow was forgotten. 
In view of closeing the meeting on Monday morning the 
brethren seemed to lay themselves out for a season of 
special labour for souls, and it seemed that a full cup a 

( ) portion was given to them. I greatly doubt if it 

ordinarily falls to the lot of Gods children on earth to 
have more especial visitations from on high than were 
vouchsafed at this meeting — 9 souls were converted. 

Doubtless it will be to our interest to multiply our 
Campmeetings another year if possible, they attract very 
general attention. And in every instance that I have 
become acquainted with have been greatly owned of God. 

It will now be proper to pause in these general re- 
marks and notice more particularly the different parts 
of our work, beginning with: 

Oregon City — This place receives its importance from 
its great water power, and will doubtless become an ex- 
tensive manufacturing town. It is a little above ship 
navigation. Bro. Leslie has labored in this place during 
the year under some disadvantages. The church is un- 
finished and (thru) the winter has been so very cold 
that it was impossible to keep it comfortable, so that at 
times the congregation has been very small. The Sab- 
bath school was quite good during the summer, but the 
gold fever took away the teachers and the cold kept away 
the scholars, so that during the winter it was the day of 
small things. There was a class and Sunday School 
formed at Clakamus two miles distant and in view of 
the demands of the work in both places Bro. Jos S. Smith 
was employed in October to assist Bro. Leslie with the 
understanding that he was to pay an occasional visit to 
Portland. This latter place very shortly assumed an 
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importance which induced me to believe that Bro. Smith 
had better spend his time there chiefly which he did 
from about the first of January until the Annual meeting. 
His labors have been very acceptable and a Sabbath 
school has been kept in vigorous operation numbering 
31 scholars. Arrangements have been made to secure 
a lot of ground for a church and parsonage. There is 
not even a good schoolhouse in Portland and our meetings 
have been held in a private house until lately. This place 
and its vicinity is sickly, the Ague almost necessarily 
prevails — the Columbia river backs up the Walamet far 
above Portland at the season of its annual freshet in 
June and July, and when the water subsides there are 
many places visited with intermittent fevers. Still Port- 
land though small at present is destined to be a place of 
importance. It is the head of ship navigation on the 
Walamet. Our members at Oregon City and Clackamus 
No. 51 four have died during the year (see my own 
course) . 

Salem- This circuit at the head of which stands the 
Oregon Institute has been the field of labor assigned to 
Bros. Wilber and Wallar. There has been a good work 
of a religion steadily progressing in most of the appoint- 
ments. The membership has increased considerably 
although the report will not show it because the upper 
part of the circuit was taken off and constitutes the 
charge of Bro Helm. Such has been the faithful punctu- 
ality of these brethren that I have yet to learn that any 
appointment has been missed the past year for any Cause 
Whatever. There are in the several socities in this 
charge 105 members some 40 persons professed faith in 
the Saviour during the year, most of whom joined the 
church. There has been an obvious increase of spiritu- 
ality over the past year. There have been 4 sabbath 
schools with 125 scholars taught by 20 teachers. The 
school at the Institute has been very prosperous. Three 
of the children have been converted and added to the 
church who promised to be very useful. The Oregon 
Institute is a bright spot in the Oregon territory — The 
examination of both departments of the school at the 
conclusion of the Fall term on the 23d Nov. last gave 
evidence of great care and success on the part of Mr. & 
Mrs. Eells (in training the children committed to their 
care. At the conclusion of the winter term the school 
was in a still more prosperous condition. But we are 
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seriously embarrassed at Salem for want of room, there 
is no room in the Institute building quite large enough 
for a church and yet it does not seem to be the time ex- 
actly to attempt to build a church but the moment hastens 
on when some kind providence will open our way to build 
a house for the Lord. 

Calapovia [Calapooya] — This circuit according to an 
arrangement made the first quarter is East of the Wala- 
met extending from the Santiam to the highest settle- 
ments up the valley. It is a beautiful country though 
sparsely settled and with other portions of the work has 
suffered severely by the drain of the people in search of 
gold. Bro. Helm has been the preacher and has been 
rather low spirited part of the year, indeed it requires 
strong faith to go steadily forward in some portions of 
this territory when the houses become tenantless and 
farms are deserted and societies broken up. But if the 
man of God goes on with his work, extending and varying 
his plans, as circumstances require, the waste places are 
soon built up, and souls are saved. There are 36 mem- 
bers on this circuit and the Sabbath school at the Calu- 
povia [Calapooya] had to be discontinued during the 
winter, (see the society at Bro. Rirks) 

Mary's River is west of the Walamet, extending from 
the Ricimuke [Luckiamute] up to the highest settle- 
ments. It has been under Bro McKinney's care, the 
extreme upper part of the circuit I have never yet been 
able to visit but I learn there is a class near Long Tom 
second to none in the territory for genuine Methodism 
Both the Leader and members came together from Mis- 
souri and settled together in the upper part of the valley. 
When Bro McKinney went on the circuit there was but 
one class consisting of 15 members. Since then he has 
formed three additional ones. One at Simpsons of 10 
members, another at Mary's River of 33 and a third 
near Long Tom of 23 members, so that there are 81 in 
all, 12 of whom are on probation. During the summer 
there was a Sabbath school organized on this circuit with 
10 officers and teachers and 40 scholars, but it was soon 
discontinued partly on account of the removal of the 
persons who had charge of it and partly because of the 
weather. The preacher was unable to fill several of the 
appointments late in the winter because there was 
nothing for his horse to eat. Just at the time when the 
deep mud and swolen streams made the travelling ex- 
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tremely difficult the impossibility of procuring provender 
rendered the going impossible. But these upper circuits 
will yet become the garden of Oregon. 

Yamhill. This river and the adjoining country takes 
its name from the Yamhill Indians, now nearly or quite 
extinct, early in the year this circuit promised and actu- 
ally yielded a greater harvest than any other part of our 
work. With a larger membership than any other circuit 
it was diligently attended to by the preachers. In com- 
mon with other places it has greatly suffered by removals 
to California and even when the people have remained 
the excitement has run so high that we could scarcely 
hold our own since last autumn. The membership at 
present is 146. There were 6 S. schools formed with 100 
scholars, 18 officers & teachers and 300 Vols in the 
Librarie. All of these schools were discontinued in the 
winter and with one exception will be resumed again 
this spring. It is supposed that 40 souls have been con- 
verted on this circuit during the past year. There are 
147 members. 

Tualatin Plains — In July last Wm. H. Wilson was em- 
ployed to labor at the Twalatin Plains and Portland 
assisted by C. O. Hosford. After three months labor 
Bro. Wilson concluded that it would be best to hold up 
for the present as he could find no place on the circuit 
for his family to reside and the prospects for doing good 
were sadly disarranged by the mania for gold. By a 
kind providence just at this time Bro Wilcox a very ex- 
cellent local Deacon came in from Missouri and took a 
strong hold of the work until the present spring. This 
brother came originally from Western N. York and will 
be useful wherever he goes. This spring he accompanies 
his children to California and will I doubt not brighten 
up some spot in that dark land. During the winter a 
monthly visit was paid by some one of our brethren and 
thus with the labors of Bro Wilcox the people were served 
with the word of life. The membership amounts to 16 
only. Our statistics will stand as follows. 
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Whites Col'd L.E. L.D. Preach S.Sch Off&Teh Schol Vols 

Oregon City & 

Clak 51 1 6 35 150 

Salem 105 1 1 6 1 11 73 150 

Calapovia 36 1 

Mary's River 81 1 4 

Yamhill 147 3 

Tualatin Plains.. 16 11 

Portland 7 1 3 31 106 

443 1 1 3 14 3 20 139 406 
Last year 315 2 17 3 19 108 300 

Increase 128 111 1 31 106 

Decrease 3 

In the above I entirely omit those which are discon- 
tinued in the winter they must however be counted and 
added to the above make the list as follows. 

Schools Off. & Teach. Scholars Vols. 

Salem 3 7 45 50 

Yamhill 6 18 100 300 

Mary's River 1 10 50 

Now in operation 3 20 139 406 

Total 13 55 334 ~756 

As nearly as can be estimated 81 persons have been 
converted during the year, seven of our members have 
died and 27 have been removed not counting those that 
have gone to the mines expecting to return the nos [num- 
bers] of which I cannot now ascertain. 

Saml. Newman a Local preacher, was killed by the 
Indians in California leaving a widow and several chil- 
dren with the particulars of his death I have no very 
definite information. The general facts seem to be that 
while he & 2 others were hunting for their oxen they 
came upon the Indians who had taken them and were 
cruelly murdered and their bodies burned. The mining 
business is not without its perils. 

I have had occasion to remark of our members gen- 
erally who have departed this life, they die well. I was 
particularly interested in the case of a sister Seward 
who died early in the winter She was a woman of ex- 
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alted piety, living in closest fellowship and communion 
with God. To a lukewarm professor who was excusing 
himself in the neglect of secret prayer, for want of a 
suitable place to pray while on the road, she remarked 
"The praying soul never lacks a closet." 

It will be readily perceived that our hopes of success 
during the past year have not been fully met. The ex- 
citing "Haste to be rich" has come like the wintry frost 
over the tender plants of piety and many of them with- 
ered and died. Many of our members went to the mines 
and have returned, some not seriously injured, and others 
shorn of their strength. It long remained a doubt if we 
ought not to have sent one or two of our ministers with 
them to the mines, to watch over them and to preach to 
the hundreds there, the words of life but with more work 
at home than we could attend to the moment never came 
when we judged it prudent to detail men for this haz- 
ardous business and subsequent events seem to justify 
our course. 

It seems very likely that the treasures of gold along 
the Pacific Coast will produce a WORLD WIDE EX- 
CITEMENT which will people the valleys and Sierra's 
of California and Oregon with an immense population in 
a short space of time. The adventurers of the world 
will be here. And it is to be feared there will be many 
a wreck of religion and morality. To meet this concern 
of people, to save these souls there needs an active, cap- 
able, almost omnipresent ministry. With all the insti- 
tutions of the church and all the instrumentalities and 
appliances of the Gospel of Christ, shall the Methodist 
Episcopal church do her part? Shall her watchman wel- 
come every emigrant and standing on every hill top and 
in every valley sound the trumpet and warn the traveller 
of his danger, and guide his feet into the ways of peace? 
What is done, must be done quickly. Those of us who 
are on the ground by Divine aid are doing what we can. 
Elsewhere I have plead in behalf of the Oregon Institute, 
and of California one of two things is obvious these 
pleadings are very defective or the action of the Church 
is very slow, but ere long her giant energies will be 
aroused, we hope to accomplish something in these ends 
of the earth. 

I am Dear Bro 

Yours in Christ 

W.R. 



186 Robert Moulton Gatke 

Financial Letter copy of items 

poured items in Sep. personal expenses $329.20 of the 

Mission $4439.44 

San Francisco N. C. July 26, 1849 
To Cor Secy of the S. S. Union 
of the M. E. Church 

Rev D. P. Kidder 
Dear Bro. 

Oweing to the constant pressure of official duties it 
has been impossible for the report of our Sabbath school 
interests in Oregon for the past year to be prepared until 
the present moment; and even now it is immensely dif- 
ficult in this land of excitement and adventure to find a 
place to write or a moment of sufficient Calmness to re- 
view the doings of the year. 

The schools in actual operation at the last annual 
meeting were as follows. 

At Oregon City 1 school, 6 officres & teachers, 35 schol- 
ars, 150 Vols in Lib. 
At Salem, 1 school, 11 officers & teachers, 73 scholars, 

150 Vols in Lib. 
At Portland, 1 school, 3 officers & teachers, 31 scholars, 

106 Vols in Lib. 
This last school was organized in January last by Bro 
J. S. Smith and is in a highly prosperous condition. The 
labor chiefly devolves on the preacher, but promises a 
rich harvest so long as it can receive proper attention. 
At Oregon City the school has fallen off considerably 
oweing to the removal of many of the families, the unfit- 
ness of our church, during the past cold winter, and the 
organization of several other schools in more comfortable 
quarters, Bro Leslie has done all that he could to sustain 
the school. 

The school at Salem, has been very successful. Three 
of the children have experienced religion and joined the 
church. The latter part of the year witnessed a decided 
increase in the general attendance of both teachers and 
children. A few such schools as this carried on with 
vigor for years would soon regenerate the children of 
the present generation. 

It is proper of course to notice the schools that were 
in operation during the dry Season, but had to be dis- 
continued during the rains of winter. 
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Schools Officers & Teachers 
Salem Circuit 3 7 

Yamhill 6 18 

Mary's River 1 10 

11 35 195 350 

These when added to those now in operation make a total 
of 13 schools, 255 scholars and 756 volumes in the 
Libraries. 

In each of these schools there have been placed some 
of the S. S. Books sent to this country by the Whiton in 
1846. One of the 10 sets was left in California, and the 
other nine distributed as best we could in our various 
schools in Oregon. 

The S. S. Books shipped in the Undine were bought 
in by some person and sent to us in a damaged condition 
late in the season. But who it was and at whose cost I 
cannot yet ascertain. 

From a letter received from Bro Jos McCoy Super- 
intendant of the S. School in Jersey City I [understand] 
we are indebted to our friends in that school for a valu- 
able present of S. S. books. If the Lord of the harvest 
would only send forth a sufficiency of labourers here, to 
allow those of us, already in the field to say in private 
letters, to the kind agents in these works of faith and 
labours of love, what we desire to say We should rejoice. 

Until then we can only hope that these more public 
expressions of grateful emotion will give assurance that 
the contributions of children and their friends for the 
benefits of sabbath schools in this land are greatly needed 
and thankfully received. 

The books sent out by the Whiton in her last voyage 
were just landed when I left Oregon and I had not time 
to learn the contents. Our population is yet scattered 
over the country, many of our friends are digging gold, 
and there are among the Campbelites and others the 
most decided expressions of hostility to this great enter- 
prize: but amid the coldness of some friends the inex- 
perience of others and the hostilities of enemies the S. S. 
cause is decidedly advancing among us. We are thank- 
ful to the S. S. U. 9 of the U. S. for the valuable donation 
of books already sent us and respectfully solicit a con- 
tinuance of its favors. W. R. 



9 Sunday School Union of the M. E. church. 
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Letter to Dr Babcock 

San Francisco July 27, '49 
Sent $1667.48 less $166.74— $1601.30 in a draft of 
July 28 '49 and request to be released — draft charged to 
my a/c. 

(Directed to Bath N. Y.) 

San Francisco July 28th '49 
To G. Lane 

I send through S. & S. Halsted over $3,000. mint. I 
draw on you favor I. R. $1,000. I. L. Bab $1601.32 Some 
to E. S. I. Same to Lan & Seutt for periodicals. 

Salem O. T. Nov. 7th 1849 
Rev G. Lane 
Dear Bro. 

I hereby forward to you various items of business 
relating to our affairs in this country. I have drawn on 
you this day for $50.00 favor Mary Hauxhurst of Cold 
Spring L. Island which please honor and charge a/c of 
Oregon Mission. 

This money is paid me for the benefit of this aged 
woman by her son an esteemed brother among us. He 
designs it for her personal benefit therefore if the draft 
is presented before you pay it ascertain that she is alive, 
in case of her death I am to refund the money. If she 
is living and receives this he wishes to send her $50 
more shortly. 

There is another case involving a little more trouble 
James White of Salem O. T. wishes to send through you 
$100. to his mother Sarah White of Jackson Co. Indiana 
or if she is dead to Jos Henderson or Jas. Woodmansey 
Jr. 

The nearest post office is he telles me Leasville Law- 
rence Co. He has pd me the money. I am responsible 
and am to refund it unless I can get anct. from one of 
the persons above named within 18 months. 

Please send in a letter $100. to Sarah White or Jos 
H. or J. W. Jr Jackson Co la. and obtain a receipt for it 
which please forward to me and charge a/c of Oregon 
Mission. Send such funds as will pass current in In- 
diana. 

W. R. 
I send you to be audited and allowed a bill of $129. 02^. 

Wm. Roberts. 
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To the Bishop &c 

Salem Nov 26th 1849 
Rev & Dear Bro. 

I desire to communicate with you in regard to some 
points connected with the interest of our beloved 
[church] on the Pacific Coast. The & C Mission Conf 10 
was organized on the 1st Wed in Sep last, the session 
which commenced on the 5th lasted until Monday 10th 
there was good Christian feeling and harmony through- 
out and it is the general opinion here that the organ 
[ization] of a conf. at this juncture is peculiarly favour- 
able to our prosperity. There are some points on which 
I desire information. What is the power of a certif 
[icate] of Location. Wm. H. Case is before me He has 
his parchments of ordination to the off [ice] of Deacon 
by Heddy in 1831. El[der] by Roberts in /33 and a cer- 
tif [icate] of Location dated Danville Ky, Octo. 22, '39 
by B. Maugh He has been in the employ of the Mission 
since 46 labouring accessably when the confer [ence] was 
organized this Bro. applied for admission on the strength 
of these testimonials it was desired by all that he should 
be reed, and no embarrassment presented itself excepting 
can a man who is a local preacher be permitted to enter 
the travelling connection] except he comes in on time 
by receiving] from a quarterly conference. It seemed 
to me (for the question was mine for locations are rare 
in the N. J. & Pa. Conference) that he could not, but 
some brethren present insisted that they had known 
cases where there were readmitted in virtue of such cer- 
tificates. Bro Leslie stated such to have been his case 
in the N. E. Cof. and in spite of my doubts I decided Wm 
Helm to be eligable to admission. Please inform me 
which were right the doubts or the decision, and if the 
action was wrong what course should be pursued to have 
the affair set right. 

There is another case, Clinton Kelly at the time of 
the unf or [tunate] division he fell on the support of the 
church contrary to his wishing in almost every respect 
he was compelld to adhere south for peace sake, and was 
a t. p. [traveling preacher] in the Louisville conference. 
Almost exclusively to get out of the reach of Slavery and 
to be in his own church he emigrated to Oregon. While 
his conf. was yet in session — I think in the Aug of '47 

10 Oregon and California Mission cenference of the M. E. church — 1848-1852. 
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he started for Mo. he wrote to his P. E. [Presiding 
Elder] for the proper testimonials the Conf. granted 
him a Location and appointed the sec. and P. E. a com. 
to prepare and forward the proper [credentials] they 
reached him on the road and consisted of a certificate of 
Location and a copy of the Res. of the conf. appointing 
the sec. & P. E. a com. as above but nothing further. 

The certif. he preserved the [resolution] he did [not] 
thinking it of no account. Now how can he become a 
member and minister of our church perhaps he may 
never wish to [enter] the itinerary but he does wish to 
be one of us he is with us in heart soul and feeling and 
labors also — he is an ex-preacher and wants to come in 
as a local preacher among us without of course going on 
probation]. When his case comes before the Con. it 
was the wish of himself and all that your advice and 
course in the case should be obtained his brother also 
(just arrived) is in the same condition we had waited 
long to see something in the action of the Gen. Conf. 
which would relieve the case but finding nothing we 
write to you. These are cases in which every thing is 
right so far as the brethren are concerned what course 
must be taken with them. 

A minister from the P. U. [United Presbyterian?] 
Church has applied to join and is almost the only repre- 
sentative of that ch. in this country. Now on condition 
that the conf. should be satisfied of his being in orders 
&c. can I in virtue of my (nondescript office as Stevens 
calls it) as Supt. administer the ordination vows (with- 
out the ) and furnish a certif [icate] &c according] 

to Discipline] p. 41 I suppose I cannot what is the 
proper couse. In conclusion we are now anxious to know 
when the said visit is to be paid it is indeed [essential] 
to the pres [progress ?] of our porwk that one of our 
Bro. visit us the coming season so as to be present at the 
conference in Sep 1st week). 1850. The plan will be 
to cross the [mountains?] so as to reach Cal. before the 
1st of June visit the principal places there and by the 
1st of July start for Oregon, travel over the country sur- 
vey its interest and after the session (the time of which 
might be altered if necessity required) return to the 
States in the most direct manner possible. (A judicous 

regard in California will extensive travel there 

for they to Nov 1st unless necessity required it?) Now 
can you or one of your colleagues come? I think it will 
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greatly promote the cause of God. There is too much 

in the country to trust in the hands of our men 

(especially in mine) at this time and our economy most 
wisely provides for the most constant intercourse be- 
tween the various portions of our work. The least of 
this that in my humble judgment can be allowed us is for 
a Bishop to visit us next season and for the Supt. to visit 
the States in the spring of 1852. The visit in question 
may be made [extensive?] and arduous or otherwise as 
the health of the Bishop may allow — as to the best time 
to cross the [Isthmus?] you have more information than 
myself the expenses of the trip would be confined merely 
to the travel by sea. I need not say how much I would 
be grat[ified] to see you. per gratification is not so much 
the ques. but we should all be benefitted and our wants 
are such that were you aware of them most assuredly 
would you break away from your important work at 
home and come or comit us some spiritual gift, if pos- 
sible I shall meet you in Cal. unless otherwise instructed, 
provided I learn in time when you are coming. It is now 
my expec. to go down the coast in all the Month of Feb. 
I know nothing of the arrival of Bro. & T up to this 
time. I have no doubt they are at their post, there are 
many points on which I should like to write. When 
shall we hear some one favourable response to our many 
applications for a Teacher for the 0. I. [Oregon Insti- 
tute] perhaps it is already on its way if so it will gladden 
our hearts. Despite the effects of the Love of money 
there is yet some piety in Oregon. I think it is growing 
will you can you Dear Brother come and superintend its 
growth in person for a few weeks at least perhaps by 
watering and hoeing it may yet flourish as the palm tree 
hoping to hear from you shortly 11 
I am 

Yours in Christ 

W. R. 



11 We trust that Mr. Roberts used a better pen and fewer original abbrevia- 
tions in the original letter which he sent to the Bishop than he did in the copy 
we have before us. 

Bishop E. H. Ames presided at the conference in the year 1853, being the 
first M. E. Bishop to visit Oregon. 



